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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

QUEST

OF

Boy, does time ﬂy when you’re having fun helping others. The past 20 years of Quest has been an
amazing journey of networking, fundraising, creating new friendships and most importantly
helping burn survivors and the facilities that support them through their recovery process.

A LOOK BACK

Fast forward twenty years and Quest has raised nearly 4 million dollars. The organization has
developed relationships with burn centers throughout California and garnered the support from
over 100 ﬁre and police agencies, corporate sponsors and hundreds of civilian donors. Quest
continues to be supported by golf tournaments, ﬁshing tournaments, car shows, ski days, chili
As I look back on the past twenty years it seems like yesterday the terrible tragedy occurred in
cook offs, pancake breakfasts and local fundraisers of all types including the upcoming Burn Ride
the hills above Malibu, CA. An event that would change the lives of many forever. Fireﬁghters
scheduled for October 28th. Quest has worked hard to network with burn centers, foundations
were responding to a ﬁre in Calabasas that was working its way towards the Paciﬁc Ocean driven
and organizations that support burn survivors in an effort to make every option available to assist
by extreme weather conditions. This was nothing new to southern California ﬁreﬁghter’s however
burn survivors. Quest has been honored to have the support of many celebrities who have helped
conditions would soon change and so would the lives of many. I recall traveling along the 405 fwy
increase the exposure of the great work being done by our volunteers. Celebrities who support
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ﬁre departments and end at the Verdugo Muster held at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. That ﬁrst
Rally held in 1997 collected $16,000 and the creation of Quest was born.
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GOLF
Looking forward to another great year for the
Annual Quest Charity Golf Tournament to be held at

Moorpark Country Club on Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

Moorpark is a great venue for this event and we will continue to patronize
the course based on all the good reviews we receive from the players
themselves and of course the Sponsors.
The Golf Tournament has become so popular that in the off season I have decided to maintain an
Executive Committee of 3 to assist me with all areas for a successful Tournament. I hope that the
following will be able to assist since they have done such a ﬁne
job in the past. They are: Mike Rojas ( L. A. City Fire retired),
Emmanuel Lessis (Pasadena Fire), and Craig Poulson (L. A.
City Fire). Each one has assisted me immensely for past events
and I am very grateful for their dedication and support. A
successful Tournament is based on many individuals,
volunteers and Sponsors alike, that put a lot of energy into the
end result. Ultimately, the true winners are Burn Survivors
and Burn Programs.
This year, I will be adding some
special invites and I hope that they will be able to join us for a great
Event. Due to the unusual weather last year, LAFD was unable able
to join us. However, we are keeping our ﬁngers crossed and
perhaps we will be lucky this year – thank you so much LAFD!
I must not forget the many years
of support from the Ventura
County Deputy Sheriff’s SAR
Unit that has approved a ﬂy-over for this event these past 7
years. Some years duty calls and they have to cancel, but the
approval is always there. I would like to thank Capt. Chris
Lathrop and Sgt. Don White for their assistance with the
ﬂight last year. Thanks as well to Ventura County Fire Station
42, Capt Schaper and his crew for the Pub Ed and for being
my Air to Ground Communications for this very successful
ﬂight. Ventura County Fire Department and Ventura County
Deputy Sheriff’s SAR Unit were outstanding.

TOURNAMENT
A big thanks to the Ventura County Professional Fireﬁghters Assoc. Local 1364 President Chris
Mahon, VP of Charities Steve Kaufmann and the crew for many years of donating their cook
trailer and their services to do all the food prep for
the event - what a great bunch of representatives
from the Ventura County Fire Department. Many
thanks, Steve and Chris for your continued support.
I would like to also thank Dave Brown from
Vandenberg Fire who every year drives down from
Nipomo to donate his award winning chili and his
support for Burn Survivors and Fireﬁghters Quest.
The above are a great bunch of Fire Brothers who donate their time for
the beneﬁt of others. What a great family to be a part of. I hope they
can join us again. We plan to have Photographers again this coming
year to get the best (and maybe the not-so-good!)
pics of the Tournament.
We continue to receive support from such great sponsors as Grossman
Burn Foundation, Fireﬁghters First Credit Union, Mountain High,
Shasta/La Croix, Galpin Ford, Brew 343, Fireman’s Brew and others.
Of course, this year like others before, we welcome

any and all Sponsors that would like to join us.
I hope that you all, familiar faces and new, are able to
join us. So please mark your calendars, break out the
clubs and starting dialing them in for the Quest Golf
Tournament slated for March 20th, 2018.
Looking forward to seeing you all again
for this great Event. Good luck.

Scott French

Golf Chairman
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This was another successful year for Fireﬁghters Quest For Burn
This was another successful year for Fireﬁghters Quest For Burn
Survivors Rally. Our thanks to all the Area Coordinators, volunteers
Survivors Rally. Our thanks to all the Area Coordinators, volunteers
and burn survivors that participated to make it run as smooth as it did.
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With summer almost over I reﬂect back on the recent Quest Rally and I
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of helping others who have been affected by burn injuries. While many
of helping others who have been affected by burn injuries. While many
returned as established Quest volunteers, we had the honor of welcoming
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many new members to our volunteer family. Each participated with a
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happy greeting and a smile on their face and each exhibited the spirit of
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Coordinators for the day were Pete Lawson and Bill Buehler. We
Coordinators for the day were Pete Lawson and Bill Buehler. We
made stops in Apple Valley, San Bernardino County and at Phoschek and then continued on to the
made stops in Apple Valley, San Bernardino County and at Phoschek and then continued on to the
inland empire. There, we collected generous contributions in Rancho Cucamonga, Baldy View
inland empire. There, we collected generous contributions in Rancho Cucamonga, Baldy View
Elementary School, Ontario, Chino Valley, Pomona Valley Hospital and La Verne.
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made stops at Brea, Fullerton, Orange City,
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Mesa and concluded the day at OCFA for dinner.
Mesa and concluded the day at OCFA for dinner.
th,
On Wednesday, May 10th
lead
lead by
by Area
Area
On Wednesday, May 10th,
Coordinator Stu Stefani, we visited Fireﬁghter’s
Coordinator Stu Stefani, we visited Fireﬁghter’s
First C.U., Pasadena, South Pasadena, San Marino,
First C.U., Pasadena, South Pasadena, San Marino,
San Gabriel, Alhambra, Monterey Park,
San Gabriel, Alhambra, Monterey Park,
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Montebello, Santa Fe Springs, Monrovia, Arcadia
and Sierra Madre.
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On Thursday, May11th, we
other starting in Santa Maria.
Tim Maples lead the group through Fillmore F.D., Santa Paula,
other starting in Santa Maria.
Tim Maples lead the group through Fillmore F.D., Santa Paula,
Oxnard, Ventura City, Ventura County Sheriff’s Air Unit and Ventura Harbor Patrol, ending up at
Oxnard, Ventura City, Ventura County Sheriff’s Air Unit and Ventura Harbor Patrol, ending up at
Ventura City Hall. Kevin Corbett, was lead in the northern area starting at Pismo Beach FD, through
Ventura City Hall. Kevin Corbett, was lead in the northern area starting at Pismo Beach FD, through
Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Santa Barbara County, Montecito, Carp/Summerland, S.B.
Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Santa Barbara County, Montecito, Carp/Summerland, S.B.
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On our last day, Friday May12th,, we
Big Boy, Warner Bros. Ranch for lunch, Disney Studios, Vons/Pavilions, Burbank, Burbank Airport,
Big Boy, Warner Bros. Ranch for lunch, Disney Studios, Vons/Pavilions, Burbank, Burbank Airport,
LAFD/FS 106 and ended the day with dinner at one of our long-time supporters, Galpin Ford.
LAFD/FS 106 and ended the day with dinner at one of our long-time supporters, Galpin Ford.

Once again we would like to thank all that participated in this year’s Rally for their generosity, hard
Once again we would like to thank all that participated in this year’s Rally for their generosity, hard
work and never ending enthusiasm.
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The Quest Rally’s caravan of dedicated volunteers set out on the annual week long journey to raise
awareness about burn injuries, promote the prevention of burns and to collect contributions from
awareness about burn injuries, promote the prevention of burns and to collect contributions from
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ﬁreﬁghters, civic organizations, corporations and individuals throughout California to support burn
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Executive Board of Directors who provide the vision and direction of the organization and to the Rally
Executive Board of Directors who provide the vision and direction of the organization and to the Rally
Chairman and Area Coordinators who set the logistical plan and pull it together. To the road crew who
Chairman and Area Coordinators who set the logistical plan and pull it together. To the road crew who
make the dream a reality, Quest wouldn’t exist without each of you and the purpose you serve. Special
make the dream a reality, Quest wouldn’t exist without each of you and the purpose you serve. Special
thanks to all who donate to the cause and purpose of helping others. Many will beneﬁt from our efforts
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and we can all stand proud of our mission and desire to help those affected by burn injuries.
Thank you once again for all you do for the burn community!
Thank you once again for all you do for the burn community!
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San Gabriel / San Fernando Report
Thank you one and all for another successful “QUEST RALLY 2017.” It’s hard
to believe that we have been doing this for 20 years now !!! The donations

collected for Wednesday May 10th (San Gabriel) and Friday May
12th (San Fernando) were an OUTSTANDING $42,858, with
100% of this money directly supporting Burn Survivors.

This year The Rally traveled in the San Gabriel Valley on Wednesday May 10th.
The Rally started out at the Fireﬁghters First Credit Union, Pasadena Fire, South
Pasadena, San Marino, San Gabriel, and Alhambra. The Rally made a lunch stop
at Monterey Park Fire Station #61 with lunch provided and organized by Chief
Hallock and the crews at Fire Station #61. Monterey Park did a great job hosting
and the volunteers were very grateful.
After lunch the Rally continued to Montebello, Santa Fe Springs, Monrovia, Arcadia and ended the day in Sierra
Madre. I’d like to thank all the Department Contacts for their help in organizing a successful and smoothrunning day.
On Friday May 12th, The Quest Rally started the day at Glendale Fire Station #21, then off to Fox Studios and
Beverly Hills Fire. The Rally continued to the Warner Brothers Studio Ranch Facility. Another
OUTSTANDING lunch and donation was provided by Warner Brothers Studio. Thanks to Jeff Nagler, Frank
O’Donnell, Rick Warmack and staff for another year of
support. After lunch the Rally continued to Disney Studio Fire,
Vons/Pavilions in Burbank, Burbank Fire, Burbank Airport
Fire, then off to the Grossman Burn Center in West Hills. After
the stop at Grossman’s, the rally continued to Galpin Ford for a
wonderful rally ending dinner provided by the Boeckmann
Family of Galpin Ford in Van Nuys, who has been a great
supporter of “Quest”.
It’s always amazing how many volunteers show up for the
Friday rally day, word must be out about all the Fun & Food
that day!!!
On a side note, I’d like to personally thank Kevin Lasota, Bill Buehler & Mike Rojas for “volunteering”
to step up for me and coordinating the Rally on Wednesday & Friday when I went down with an injury. Thanks
Again Guys.
Thanks again to all for your generosity and support. Working together we are making a difference in the lives of
many burn survivors in California and throughout the United States.

Stu Stefani
San Gabriel / San Fernando Valley

Area Coordinator / Board Member

RALLY
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SoCal Burn Ride
WHO THEY ARE AND WHY THEY RIDE
“Coincidentally and very fortunately, Holtan had been speaking to the foundations as well about doing a Burn
Ride,” Kuntz recalls. “So it all came together right at the same time.”

When Trevor Holtan’s truck went over a cliff and exploded in 1990,
it was a life-changing moment to say the least. His best friend was
killed and Holtan spent three months recovering at the Grossman
Burn Center in West Hills, with third and fourth degree burns
over 40 percent of his body. Even after his physical scars had
healed, the emotional scars took a toll on him.

Kuntz, who left active service in 2012 and rides a 2011 Harley Davidson Rocker C, feels like a lot of people don’t
really understand what burn survivors go through. “People don’t hear a lot about it like you might hear about
breast cancer or other high proﬁle causes. Burn survivors are ﬁghters, and yet it’s almost an invisible
need. I really feel that it’s important to spread awareness.”

“You never think it could happen to you or someone you love and then,
it does and your whole life changes,” says Holtan. “You’re left dealing
with all the ﬁnancial costs, treatment and after care physically,
mentally and emotionally—those were the darkest years of my life.”
Holtan knew he wanted to do something to honor his friend who died
that day and to bring meaning to the accident. “What would’ve been
the point of having gone through this hellish experience? I needed to
ﬁnd a purpose that would make it all worthwhile. I didn’t know what but I loved riding motorcycles,”
Holtan, who rides a 2000 special construction Harley Davidson special construction ‘Franken-Bike,’ remembers.
In 2014, Holtan approached the Grossman Burn Foundation and Fireﬁghters Quest for Burn
Survivors about starting a motorcycle
beneﬁt ride. Little did he know that someone
“You never think it could happen to you or
else had the same idea.
U.S. Marine Corps Captain and Motor City
native David Kuntz , who was the
Motorcycle Safety Ofﬁcer of his unit, wanted
to host a poker run along Southern
California’s iconic Paciﬁc Coast Highway. (In
a poker run, riders start with a game card, and
at each stop they are given a playing card.
They make the best poker hands they can and

someone you love and then, it does, and your
whole life changes. You’re left dealing with all
the ﬁnancial costs, treatment and after care
physically, mentally and emotionally—those
were the darkest years of my life.”
Trevor Holtan - Burn Survivor

prizes are given at the end for the highest and lowest hands.)
Knowing that many reservists are also ﬁreﬁghters and that the
Grossman’s had gone overseas to help deployed troops that
were burned in combat, Kuntz also approached the two
foundations.
"The work they had been doing really hit home to me," says
Kuntz. "The most common thing that people think about when
a loved one gets deployed is the worst case scenario - being
killed. A lot fewer people think about something short of that,
which is sustaining some sort of injury which is now going to
mean a lifetime of recovery, possibly a lifetime of

pain, a lifetime of constantly adjusting and trying to
get comfortable with who you are now. And leading up

to deployment, I spent some time thinking about the fact that that was a very real possibility for me."

Once the foundations were on board, a determined committee worked diligently to plan the ﬁrst SoCal Burn Ride
just three months later, in September 2014. Motorcycle riders from throughout the area joined the ride with a route
that stretched from Calabasas to Ventura. Many local businesses and organizations contributed to the rafﬂes and
auction and community leaders participated in the post-ride ceremony.
"We had realistic expectations given the timeline we had, but we were pretty blown away with what we were able
to accomplish," says Kuntz. "We were happy with it,
happy enough that we said, 'absolutely - we're gonna
keep this going'."
The following October, the second SoCal Burn Ride
attracted even more support to the cause, helping to
raise funds and awareness for burn survivors as well as
bring the motorcycle community together again for a
cause that has impacted the lives of many individuals
like Trevor Holtan.
As he explains, "the whole goal is to bring awareness
and to raise money for burn survivors, as a lot of their
after-care treatment isn't covered by insurance. It also
provides support programs where you can meet other
burn survivors and know that you're not alone and be
able to talk to somebody one-on-one and be able to say
'hey, ya know what, I've been through that too.' So I
mean, it all sounds like fun, as far as the ride goes, but
the root of it is to try and help people get through some
of the toughest times in their lives."
With great spirit and camaraderie, the ride has become an annual event. The Fourth Annual SoCal Burn
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SoCal Burn Ride
Continued

Kuntz and Holtan
Holton both had the
opportunity to visit family camp this
past May. Kuntz says that hearing the
stories during the “pass the mic” session
at lunch was incredibly moving. “You
might think you can imagine what these
people have dealt with, but hearing
them talk about their experiences and
the extended ﬁght they endure every
day to recover is so inspiring. They are
ﬁghters and I so admire them for their
spirit.”
“There are countless stories from
survivors telling about how the
Grossman Burn Foundation and
Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors

have helped them turn what would have been their greatest tragedies into their greatest
triumphs," says Kuntz. "Both of the foundations have allowed me to be a part of something that's incredibly
powerful and deeply impacts peoples' lives for the better. Aside from that, I've gotten to meet a number of
burn survivors like Trevor and they're some of the strongest people you could ever imagine. They give me a
great, great deal of inspiration and I draw a lot from that - it's something I wasn't expecting when I first got
involved with this, and as I got more involved with the ride and the foundations, it's something that has really
impacted me on a personal level quite a bit. It's been a life changing experience for me and I'm really thankful
for it."
He adds, “The Burn Ride is still a young
event. We wanted to contribute the funds
we raise to a program that really makes a
difference. Medical procedures are so
expensive but insurance may cover many
of them. By contributing to family camp,
we believe we can help far more people.”

“You might think you can imagine what these
people have dealt with, but hearing them talk
about their experiences and the extended ﬁght they
endure every day to recover is so inspiring. They
are ﬁghters and I so admire them for their spirit.”

Captain, US Marine Corps (ret.) David Kuntz
"Where I'd like to see it go from here,"
adds Holtan, "is I really wanna see it
grow. We're called SoCal Burn Ride for a reason: not because we ride Calabasas and Ventura, I wanna hit all of
SoCal. And the only way we're gonna be able to do that is with your help. We need other people to spread the
word, we need people to wanna get behind us and help ﬁnancially back us so that we can get out there and get big
and put on an event that everybody's gonna wanna come to."
To join Holtan and Kuntz on the ride to beneﬁt burn survivors or learn how you can help the SoCal Burn Ride, go
to www.socalburnride.com or email info@socalburnride.com. All are welcome and support is greatly appreciated.

Let's Ride.

Thanks to writers Kim Botbyl and Laura Gallop

Grossman Burn Center
Family Camp

Oﬀers Healing to Burn Survivors and Their Families
This past Memorial Day Weekend, the Grossman Burn Center at West Hills
Hospital celebrated its thirteenth year of “Burn Survivor Family Camp,” at Canyon Creek
Sports Camp at Lake Hughes, approximately 18 miles east of Lake Castaic.

Inspired by a river rafting weekend for burn survivors, families
and burn staff, led by the Kern County Fire Department, the
Grossman Burn Center Family Camp offers an important
emotional outlet for burn survivors, their families and meets
the goals for a comprehensive burn treatment center.
More than 150 burn survivors, family, burn center staff and volunteers thoroughly
enjoyed this confidence building event through recreational activities such as waterfall
hikes, go-karts, a ropes course, arts & crafts, talent show, archery, softball and soccer
games, star gazing and in age-appropriate support groups. Sharing time and personal
experiences in a safe and fun environment has a tremendous emotional effect on
everyone in attendance and speaks to the value in the family spirit for traumatic healing. Campers
finished the weekend with a presentation by the California Ranger Color Guard and flag raising in
honor of Memorial Day followed by a crazy litany of picnic games.
Dr. Peter H. Grossman, Medical Director of the Grossman
Burn Centers, stated, “Every year we feel a sense of relief
when we arrive at this magical place where everyone is
valued, scars are a badge of honor and deep friendships are
made.”
Family camp is funded by the Grossman Burn Foundation
with major sponsorships from the Children’s Burn Foundation
and Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors. A dedicated committee of Grossman Burn Center staff,
burn survivors, volunteers and family members plan, host, and manage the camp.
Cathy Butter, Communications Coordinator
Grossman Burn Center at West Hills Hospital
818-676-4736, cathy.butter@hcahealthcare.com

Kern County Fireﬁghters
Burn Survivor Family Camp
Greetings from Kern County

After many months of planning and anticipation, April 28, 2017 has
arrived and around 2:00 p.m. THIRTY SIX burn survivors and
their families start arriving for the 2017 Kern County Firefighters
Burn Survivor Family Camp in Kernville, CA.
Many returning
campers are excited to see friends that they made in the past years
and new families are given a warm welcome.
After settling into their tent sites that are located along the beautiful
Kern River, campers are invited to dinner in the main tent. Pass the
mic followed, as many joined in to share their stories and it was a special
time to get to know each other a little more. After dinner, a campfire was
enjoyed and a movie and popcorn were available. Much excitement was building as tomorrows activities were anticipated.

There is nothing like waking up along a river with beautiful mountains
surrounding you and the wonderful smell of coffee and bacon awaiting for
breakfast. After another successful session of pass the mic after breakfast, our busy day goes

into full swing. Some will choose to go in the first rafting trip of the day down the river. Due to
heavy rain and snowfall this winter the river is running fast with plenty of adventure for rafters.
Professional guides have promised a great experience. Reports from those returning confirmed
that it was amazing. For those not rafting, a bounce house, a rock wall, volleyball, basketball and
ping pong were available. Also some great corn hole competition was going on.
Our campers also proved to be very creative in the craft sessions. Thanks to QUEST we added
survival bracelets and beautiful bird nest necklaces to our crafts this year. They were very popular with adults and also provided some great
time for sharing and bonding with fellow burn survivors. Another new craft this year was the
painting of wooden cars that proved to be very popular. Almost 100 cars were painted and in the
late afternoon derby races were held for participants of all ages. The competition was fierce and a
great addition to camp.
If you don't need a nap by now, there is still laser tag, a blue grass band to enjoy, a great dinner,
more pass the mic and prizes were given out for those who participated in the meet new people
cards that were handed out. Great way to make new friends and find out some interesting facts
about fellow campers...Also don't forget photo booth for a super hero family photo and earlier a
photo was available with Smokey Bear when he visited camp.

Dinner was followed by karaoke, dancing, a scavenger hunt in the dark and another great campfire
with s'mores to enjoy. Peer support was offered throughout the day along with pass the mic after all
meals. It is hoped that each year more survivors will take advantage of this great opportunity.
The sun has set, the stars are out and shining bright and all are snuggled in their tents for the night. As we rise for Sunday breakfast we can't
believe our magical weekend is coming to an end. Nobody wants to leave. There are hugs all around and anticipation for re-uniting next year.

Thank you FIREFIGHTERS QUEST for helping make this weekend possible with your generous donation. A big thank
you to Elaine and Mike Rojas for joining us with all of their support. Elaine provided our first aid station, peer support and great crafts for camp
and Mike was on call for whatever task was needed.

It is a heart warming experience to see burn survivors bonding, sharing, enjoying and most of all healing. Until next year, may the strength they
felt at camp empower them through the year. Until next time …

Ken and Joanne Putnam

Grants and Patient Assistance
Quest continues to be active in supporting burn survivors and their families. This support is given
in so many ways to so many different individuals. Thank you to burn center staff, burn
foundations and others who are advocates for those in need. You are our connection to those
who need assistance and this helps Quest fulfill the mission of supporting burn survivors.

Patient and Family Assistance
From Physical Therapy to a pair of shoes, Quest will help those in need. Lately we have had
numerous requests for rental assistance. A hospitalization for a burn injury leaves
people without earning capacity. The concern that comes with this can be devastating and the
emotional turmoil leads to poor healing.
Some burn survivors are not able to drive to the outpatient or post hospitalization
appointments. Thanks to Uber and Lyft and the ease of their use, Quest has been able to offer
ride support for some who need it.

Medications are also a struggle for those who are either underinsured or uninsured. Quest has

supplied funding for this as well during the past months. Each request is vetted through the burn
center where the patient is currently treated.

American Burn Association Annual Conference
For over a decade, Firefighters Quest has supported a professional staff from the local southern
California burn centers to go to the American Burn Association annual conference. After all, they
all do the same thing – take care of burn patients and help them on the road to
survivorship. 2017 was no different. This year the conference was in Boston. Supporting

burn centers and survivors, that is what Quest is all about.

World Burn Congress
This year Phoenix Society’s World Burn Congress is held in Dallas, Texas during the first week in
October. Imagine the city energized with burn survivors from all over the United States
and beyond. Quest dedicated $15k funds for burn survivors to go to this yearly
conference. Burn survivors from California were able to access funding through Phoenix Society.
We look forward to hearing about the inspirational moments at this congress.

MOUNTAIN HIGH 16TH ANNUAL
SKI AND RIDE DAY

On February 5th Michele Roy and the amazing staff
from Mountain High Ski Resort hosted Fireﬁghters
Quest for Burn Survivors 16th annual Ski and Ride Day
fundraiser. Mountain High Ski Resort continues to be a
huge part of the support that Quest is able to provide to
local burn survivors.
They graciously

donated 100% of
the ticket sales that
day back to Quest, provided a buffet breakfast for those who
“ﬁlled the boot” and over ﬁfty amazing rafﬂe prizes including
ski equipment and apparel and a season pass for the
upcoming 2017-2018 ski season. On top of coordinating and
hosting the event, they also donated lift tickets and rentals
and ski lessons to burn survivors who had a great time on
the slopes. The staff also decided to hold a Super Bowl Sunday
fundraiser on their own following Friday’s event. Our friends
from Shasta were also on site providing a lucky rafﬂe winner
with tickets to a Lakers game and La Croix/ Shasta products
throughout the day. Thank you Shasta! While the weather
this year was wetter than expected, the turnout from the
southern California winter sports community was incredible!
They spent time with Quest volunteers
in the lodge learning about our mission
and rocked out to the Mountain High
DJ between runs. We are currently planning for

next year’s event which is scheduled for

Friday February 2, 2018
and hope you all can join us as we make a few
turns in support of Fireﬁghters Quest. If you are
interested in volunteering please contact:
Taylor Wright, taylor.wright886@gmai.com.

"Fireﬁghters Quest for Burn Survivors" is a non-proﬁt organization
managed by ﬁreﬁghters and civilians who volunteer their services and are
dedicated to assist those that have been affected by burn injuries. The
organization hosts several fund raisers throughout each year during which
donations are received and distributed on behalf of each donor to local
burn centers and foundations as well as burn survivors and their families.
Burn injuries are devastating, and the majority take a lifetime to heal. The
physical and emotional pain the victims suffer is something ﬁreﬁghters see
on a regular basis. As a result, the organization was founded in 1996
following the Southern California Malibu Brush Fire in which six
ﬁreﬁghters were injured due to burns received while being entrapped in a
"Firestorm". Glendale, CA ﬁreﬁghter Bill Jensen received the most serious
life threatening burns, sustaining third degree burns to 70% of his body.
After three months of surgeries, care and treatment and the miraculous
efforts of those who cared for him, Bill beat the 5% chance of survival and
was released from the burn center on his birthday. Today, Bill along with
the other ﬁreﬁghters injured that day, are well on their ways back to
"normal" lives.
Through Bill's experience and that of other burn survivors, it has been
noted that while the patients care and treatment is being managed and
monitored by doctors and nurses, it is usually the families whose lives are
thrown into disarray. Through the efforts of this organization, support
ranges from family and patient visits to providing material and/or monetary
donations to the patients and/or immediate family to assist during the
critical time of recovery.
To volunteer or for more information, please visit our website at
www.firefightersquest.org

DONATIONS
now being
accepted on our

WEBSITE

Drumroll Please...
After much anticipation and a long time in the making,
it is our pleasure to announce the unveiling of our new, fully functional . . .

PayPal Button
Please take a moment to visit our website,
www.firefightersquest.org
and support Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors - be a part of this amazing effort!
And if it feels good to click it once,
imagine how good it would feel to click it EVERY month!!!
As always, Thank You for your continued support.

Donate
Here

Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors
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Quest Distributions
Grants and Patient Assistance
We are very proud to continue to help burn survivors, their families, burn staff, and burn centers. Most of the requests for Patient
Assistance come directly via email from our local burn centers. The staff in these burn centers work closely with us to ﬁnd those
who need help and advocate on their behalf. They also are very helpful in making the paperwork process easier for the Quest
volunteers. Thank you! You know who you are! This help is generally in the form of ﬁnancial aid for necessities that are not
covered or to help those who struggle to stay aﬂoat during this challenging time. Quest exists for exactly those reasons.

Firefighters Quest wishes to thank everyone who contributed to this issue,

Recently we have assisted with local accommodations for family members, gas card assistance for return to clinic visits, gas card
including
bysupport
Rick Canter,
and for
Kyle
Coats.
assistance for families
to be ablephotos
to visit and
their lovedLeonard
one in the Zlotorowicz,
hospital, ﬂights home
an out
of state survivor, rent
assistance when people were near eviction, compression garments for survivors, Uvex face mask, medications, etc. to name a few.
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is also ideal for networking. A highlight of each conference is when the local southern California burn center staff get to spend an
evening together over dinner. This year’s gathering was co-sponsored by Fireﬁghters Quest and Children’s Burn Foundation. What
a great evening!
We are looking forward to the very special World Burn Congress 2014 that is being held during October, for the very ﬁrst time in our
region – Anaheim. We will soon have the details of the support that Fireﬁghters Quest can offer for survivors to attend this
conference. Be sure to contact me by the end of July. Quest will be in attendance at the conference. Come see us at the booth.
Come join us and help us out if you have time.
Submitted by Elaine Rojas
Assistance Committee

Firefighters Quest wishes to thank everyone who contributed to this issue,
including photos by Walter Gomez, Edwin LeViste, Leonard Zlotorowicz, Vicki Costanzo, and Moriah Quinn.
The Quest Report is published as needed by Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors,
a tax exempt nonporfit organization.
For more information visit our website at www.firefightersquest.org

